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Melissa Jones is a Senior Program Officer with the Boston office of the Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation, one of the nation’s largest community development support organizations. She 
supports low-income neighborhoods throughout Boston in engaging residents and other 
community leaders to develop comprehensive Quality of Life Investment Plans that guide 
economic development, education, safety and health initiatives. In this role, Melissa has also 
supported community-police partnerships citywide, including several that have earned national 
recognition for how they have linked policing with neighbor organizing and problem property 
abatement, yielding results in the form of sustained crime reduction as well as enhanced 
community-police trust. Previously, Melissa served as the Community Transformation Director 
at Youth Uprising, East Oakland's largest youth development center, and in city government in 
the Cities of Oakland and Alameda. Melissa holds a Masters in Public Administration from 
California State University, East Bay and a BA from Northeastern University. She is a Doctoral 
Candidate in Governance and Policy Analysis at United Nations University-MERIT 
and Maastricht Graduate School of Governance. 
 


