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National DEC

• The National Alliance for Drug 
Endangered Children (National DEC) 
provides training and technical 
assistance to state DEC alliances and 
to all those in the field and in the 
community who assist and care for 
drug endangered children. 

• National DEC is primarily funded by 
the Community Oriented Policing 
Services (COPS) Office and the 
Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA)



National DEC

• What is National DEC?

– State Alliances

– DEC Leader Network

– Resource Center

– Training and Technical Assistance

– National Conference



National DEC

• Our Goals:

– Raise awareness

– Provide support, information, 
resources

– Facilitate services

– Prevent DEC situations

– Encourage early intervention

– Network experts and 
professionals
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Being part of the DEC movement: 

• Makes you part of the larger solution

• Connects you to other professionals working on 
the same challenges

• Helps you advocate more effectively on behalf 
of children and families

National DEC Partnerships



Advocates throughout the 
country have worked hard to 
create effective collaborations at 
the national, state, and local 
levels and to create a national  
movement. 

National DEC Partnerships



State DEC Alliances

24 Recognized State Alliances



Children at Risk

2.1 million children 
in the United States live in homes 
where a parent uses illicit drugs

SOURCE: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 

Office of Applied Studies, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2007.



Children at Risk

9.2 million children 
in the United States live in homes 

where a parent or other adult uses
illicit drugs

SOURCE: National Center on Addiction and 

Substance Abuse at Columbia University (CASA), 2005



Children at Risk

More than 35 million 
individuals used illicit 

drugs or abused prescription 
drugs in 2007

SOURCE: Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, 

Office of Applied Studies, National Survey on Drug Use and Health, 2007.



Colorado’s Introduction to D.E.C. 

DRUG ENDANGERED 

CHILDREN

April 4, 2002:       

Meet Brandon



Data Collected:  January 4, 2005 – December 29,2005

88 DEC Forms  

• 137 kids identified

• 50% had DSS history

• 12% had open DSS case

NMTF and ACSS Measured 

Outcomes – Colorado DEC



Children at Risk

• On daughter’s 10th birthday, 
daughter told teacher and school 
resource officer about drugs in 
her house.

• SRO advised taskforce of the 
information

• Task force executed search 
warrant and discovered meth lab

• Father’s first phone call from jail

Courtesy of Eric Nation, Jasper 

Sheriff’s office, CT.



Dad: Are you there?       Daughter:  Yeah

Dad: How does it feel to know you just sent your dad to prison     
or a long  time?          Daughter:  Sorry

Dad:  No you’re not f@*#ing sorry!  You had no business saying 
this shit to anybody!  All you had to do is say something to me 
or grandma!  What f@*#ing business did you have going 
running your f@*#ing mouth at school? Daughter:  Sorry

Dad:  No!  No sorry my ass!  This is no sorry to it!  Answer my 
question!  Why did you go run your f@*#ing mouth at school?

Daughter: I had no business

Dad:  No!  You didn’t have no business!  But, thanks to you, I will 
be spending a lot of time in prison!  I’m done talking to you!  
Bye!

Children at Risk



Children at Risk

• Daughter arrested years 
later for theft 2nd.

• Daughter has been in 
and out of the criminal 
justice system on 
numerous occasions



Drug Endangered Children 
Tracking System (DECSYS)

Jade (Thomas) Woodard, Executive Director
Karan Goldsberry, DECSYS Product Manager

Nicola Erb, RLEMI State Coordinator



DECSYS Tracking System

• Automated System for notification and summation 
of DEC related activity.

• Web Based Application:

www.coloradodecsys.org

• Implemented using open source technology with a 
special focus on user friendly interface.

• Colorado DEC provides follow up and user support 
for all DECSYS participating agencies.



DECSYS Objectives

1. Enable seamless communication between 
agencies involved in the lives of Drug 
Endangered Children.  

2. Quantify the issue to help DEC 
professionals and communities better 
understand and engage in collaborative 
solutions.



Why Automate? 

• Automation strengthens 
collaboration by providing 
a predictable and reliable 
method of communication.

• Automation offers built in 
accountability.

• Automation allows for the 
easy collection of 
historical information.



Software Development Process



Requirement Specifications 

• Project Limitations – Budget, Resources

• Process Definition

• User Requirement  Gathering



Defining the DECSYS Process 



User Requirements

• User Friendly

• Less than 5 minutes to input information

• Facilitate Immediate Notification

• Archive off old information

• Ability to share archived information

• Technology that can be taken to mobile 
devices in the future

• No impact to prosecution’s case



Law Enforcement Dashboard



Add A Case- General Information



Add A Case- Drug Information 



Child Welfare Dashboard



Child Welfare- Child Detail



Child Welfare- Determine Response



1271

DECSYS Statistics (as of 07/22/11)

Months System Live 17

Counties Participating 6

Cases Entered



DECSYS Statistics (as of 07/22/11)

Children Associated with Cases 754

Children Present on Scene 257

Previously Unidentified Children 497



DECSYS Statistics (as of 07/22/11)

Children Assigned New Investigations 202

Children with Open Investigations Cases      48  

Children Forwarded to Another County 164



DECSYS Impact

• Children

• Professionals

• Community 



DECSYS and Community Policing

• Community Oriented 
Policing

– Shared Problem 
Identification & 
Shared Interventions

– Community 
Partnerships

– Diagnostic Approach 
to Problems

• SARA Model



DECSYS and Community Policing

• Broken Window Theory with Drug 
Endangered Children 
– Analogy



Colorado Alliance for
Drug Endangered Children

Jade (Thomas) Woodard

Executive Director

303-413-3460

jade@coloradodec.org

www.coloradodec.org



National DEC



National DEC

September 14 - 16, 2011

Gaylord National Resort and Convention 

Center on the Potomac

National Harbor, MD

2011 National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Conference

Putting the Pieces Together for Children and Families: The National Conference 

on Substance Abuse, Child Welfare, and the Courts



Happy and Safe Children



Core DEC Training Program



Thank You

www.nationaldec.org

http://www.nationaldec.org/

