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1. BASIC INFORMATION

Purpose of the Funding

The Office of Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS) is the component of the
U.S. Department of Justice responsible for advancing the practice of community policing
and the Administration’s priority of Making America Safe Again by supporting the
nation’s state, local, territorial and Tribal law enforcement agencies through information
and grant resources.

This is a notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for the FY26 Community Policing
Development: Microgrants Program. Community Policing Development (CPD):
Microgrants program funds are used to fund demonstration or pilot projects to be
implemented by local, state, tribal, and territorial law enforcement agencies to increase
their capacity to implement innovative or evidence-based projects that improve officer
and public safety. These projects should offer creative ideas to advance crime fighting,
increase organizational effectiveness, and promote community safety.

Applicants are invited to propose demonstration or pilot projects in one of twelve areas:
e Preventing and investigating domestic terrorism
e Violent crime enforcement and investigations
e Gang violence enforcement and investigations
e Detecting and investigating human trafficking
e Investigating and interrupting child exploitation
e Vagrancy and squatting
e Immigration and border security
¢ Investigating and interrupting opioid and drug markets
e Officer recruitment, hiring, and retention
e Unmanned aerial systems
e Investigating and interrupting cybercrime

The COPS Office encourages agencies to propose partnerships with other law
enforcement entities through taskforces and other formal operational arrangements to
address the chosen area of focus, as well as with relevant stakeholders.

The COPS Office also encourages agencies to consider including evaluation
components appropriate to the type of activities proposed. Applicants should explain in
their application how their approach addresses a specific public safety need or gap in
services.
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Applicants may submit multiple applications but must submit a separate application for
each project. Any applicant that selects the incorrect category may not pass the basic
minimum requirement phase of the review process.

Under this funding opportunity, the COPS Office will fund projects in the following
subcategories:

Preventing and Investigating Domestic Terrorism

Domestic terrorism “is criminal conduct that occurs primarily inside the territory of the
United States and that involves acts dangerous to human life that appear to be intended
to intimidate a civilian population; influence the policy of government by intimidation or
coercion; or affect the conduct of government by mass destruction, assassination, or
kidnapping.” (18 U.S.C. §2331(5), quoting Attorney General Memorandum
“Implementing National Security Presidential Memorandum-7: Countering Domestic
Terrorism and Organized Political Violence.”) It is a priority of the United States and the
Department of Justice to prevent, detect, and protect against domestic terrorism,
including political violence.

Under this category, the COPS Office seeks to support law enforcement agencies in
developing or enhancing efforts to prevent and investigate crimes that fall within the
above definition of domestic terrorism. This may include such things as collaboration
with state, local, tribal, territorial, and/or federal law enforcement or other stakeholders;
training for law enforcement officers on complex investigations related to domestic
terrorism; or other efforts that increase the likelihood of preventing domestic terrorism or
successfully investigating and prosecuting crimes involving domestic terrorism.

Violent Crime Enforcement and Investigations

Violent crime continues to be a significant disruptor to public safety nationwide. To
address emerging and persistent violent crime challenges, this topic area seeks to
strengthen law enforcement agencies’ capacity to prevent, investigate, and prosecute
violent crime, including homicide, non-fatal shootings, aggravated assault, and armed
robbery.

Projects under this category should emphasize the use of evidence-based enforcement
models, common sense policing strategies, data, and coordinated investigations to
achieve sustained reductions in violent crime. Proposed projects should leverage data
to support or build analytic and operational infrastructure that improves violent crime
clearance rates, disrupts retaliatory cycles, and strengthens agencies’ ability to deliver
measurable reductions in violent crime. Funded projects may support initiatives such as
development or deployment of analytic tools that improve violent crime response,
targeted enforcement efforts, and crime and gun data integration to guide investigative
activity, among others.
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Gang Violence Enforcement and Investigations

Tens of thousands of gang-associated incidents threaten the safety of communities
nationwide. To address the continued threat to public safety caused by criminal gangs
and organized street networks, the COPS Office seeks to support law enforcement
agencies’ efforts to develop data-driven strategies that facilitate targeted enforcement
and the dismantling of criminal networks. To enhance public safety, projects under this
topic should support intelligence-led operations and coordinated action to address
networks driving community violence. Funded projects may include initiatives such as
gang intelligence or network mapping to identify drivers of gang violence, training or
technical assistance to build local capacity for gang violence response, and data-driven
interventions to support targeted enforcement efforts, among others.

Detecting and Investigating Human Trafficking

As defined by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 and its subsequent
reauthorizations (22 U.S.C. § 7102(9)), human trafficking means sex trafficking in which
a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person
induced to perform an act has not attained 18 years of age; or the recruitment,
harboring, transportation, provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services,
through the use of force, fraud, or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary
servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or slavery.

The detection, identification, and investigation of human trafficking cases are inherently
complex, victim-centered, and time-intensive. These investigations require sustained,
coordinated, and often collaborative engagement among law enforcement, victim
service providers, prosecutors, and community partners. These relationships are
essential to effectively identify signs of trafficking, build trust with victims, gather
corroborative evidence, and hold traffickers accountable while prioritizing victim safety
and recovery. Fragmented efforts significantly limit investigators’ ability to recognize
coercive dynamics, respond appropriately, and coordinate trauma-informed
interventions.

Under this category, the COPS Office seeks to support law enforcement agencies in
projects such as developing or enhancing collaborative, multidisciplinary approaches
that strengthen the detection and investigation of human trafficking. For example,
applicants can implement targeted activities and evidence-based strategies designed to
enhance front-line recognition of trafficking, improve information sharing across
agencies, and strengthen investigative responses. Efforts may also leverage agency
personnel and resources in conjunction with community partners and other relevant
stakeholders to ensure a coordinated response that is both enforcement-focused and
victim-centered. Proposed activities may include joint operations, cross-disciplinary
training, intelligence-led investigations, and the development of standardized protocols
that support consistent and effective human trafficking investigations, among others.
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Example strategies can be found on the following DOJ web pages:

e COPS Office Below Ten: Combating Drugs, Guns, and Human Trafficking at the
U.S. Southwest Border

e COPS Office Combating Child Sex Trafficking: A Guide for Law Enforcement
Leaders

e COPS Office Exploitation of Trafficked Women POP Guide

e COPS Office Recent Labor Trafficking Cases and Trends

e DOJ Human Trafficking web page

e Office for Victims of Crime Human Trafficking web page

Investigating and Interrupting Child Exploitation

Child exploitation encompasses a range of criminal offenses involving the sexual abuse,
exploitation, and victimization of children, including child sexual abuse material (CSAM);
online enticement; exploitation facilitated through technology; and offenses involving
grooming, coercion, or abuse. These crimes are often concealed, damaging, and
perpetrated across jurisdictions, requiring specialized investigative expertise, sustained
coordination, and victim-centered responses to effectively identify offenders, interrupt
ongoing harm, and safeguard child victims.

Investigations into child exploitation are complex and resource-intensive, frequently
involving digital evidence, forensic analysis, multijurisdictional coordination, and close
collaboration with prosecutors, child advocacy centers, forensic interviewers, and victim
service providers. Effective intervention requires investigative collaboration to support
real-time information sharing, coordinated operational planning, and trauma-informed
responses that minimize revictimization of child victims while strengthening evidentiary
outcomes. Disjointed approaches significantly limit investigators’ ability to rapidly assess
risk, intervene in active exploitation, and disrupt offender networks.

Under this category, the COPS Office seeks to support law enforcement agencies in
developing or enhancing collaborative, multidisciplinary strategies that strengthen the
investigation and interruption of child exploitation. For example, applicants could
implement targeted, evidence-based activities designed to enhance the identification of
child exploitation offenses, improve investigative coordination, and strengthen offender
accountability. Proposed activities may include such things as joint investigations,
multidisciplinary case reviews, specialized training in child exploitation and technology-
facilitated crimes, intelligence-led enforcement strategies, and the development or
refinement of protocols that support timely intervention, victim-centered practices, and
cross-agency collaboration, among other efforts.
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Example strategies can be found on the following DOJ web pages:

e COPS Office Child Pornography on the Internet POP Guide

e COPS Office Combating Child Sex Trafficking: A Guide for Law Enforcement
Leaders

e Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP) Internet Crimes
Against Children Task Force Program web page

¢ OJJDP Missing and Exploited Children web page

e OJJDP Model Programs Guide Literature Review: Commercial Sexual
Exploitation of Children/Sex Trafficking

Vagrancy and Squatting

Vagrancy and squatting present significant challenges to public safety. As these issues
continue to grow, law enforcement agencies are increasingly tasked with addressing
public safety concerns that stem from urban camping, loitering, and illegal squatting.
Under this category the COPS Office seeks to fund innovative programs that will enable
law enforcement agencies to address the negative impacts of vagrancy, urban camping,
loitering, and squatting, with an emphasis on criminal enforcement and achieving an
overall reduction in the public safety and quality-of-life problems that these issues
present.

Immigration and Border Security

Federal law enforcement enforce our nation’s laws each and every day, including our
immigration laws. State and local law enforcement play a critical role in coordinating
with federal law enforcement, particularly in ensuring that the illegal immigrants they
encounter who are engaged in violent behavior are removed from the streets of this
nation. Increasing coordination between local and federal law enforcement in the areas
of immigration enforcement and border security is critical to this work. This category
seeks to fund projects that improve the response of local agencies to this issue and
increases coordination and cooperation with Federal law enforcement agencies,
including the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), U.S. Customs and Border
Protection (CBP), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).

Investigating and Interrupting Opioid and Drug Markets

The opioid epidemic and expanding drug markets continue to present significant
challenges to public safety across the nation. Empowering law enforcement with the
resources necessary to address the opioid crisis and the impact of drug markets,
particularly “open-air” drug markets, on public safety is critical to the safety of our
communities. In response to this issue, this category seeks to fund initiatives that will
enhance law enforcement capacity to interrupt opioid distribution networks, dismantle
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drug trafficking organizations, employ effective enforcement strategies, promote
interagency and cross-jurisdictional collaboration, and promote intelligence sharing and
innovative methods for opioid-related crime disruption.

Officer Recruitment, Hiring, and Retention

Recruitment and hiring are essential functions of law enforcement agencies to attract
and retain the best law enforcement candidates. This topic is critical to law enforcement
agencies’ ability to operate at the highest levels by attracting, hiring and retaining the
most qualified personnel. The COPS Office seeks projects with novel or creative
methods for recruitment and retention in law enforcement. Applicants should identify a
list of activities and strategies to improve their capacity to recruit, hire, and retain high-
quality officers. Applicants should also identify how their proposed activities will be
successfully implemented within their agency. A variety of objectives can be proposed to
achieve the project goal(s) and may involve agency personnel and resources as well as
other partners.

Unmanned Aerial Systems (aka “drones”)

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) are being deployed nationwide in an ever-expanding
mission to improve public safety. UAS can be used effectively for search-and-rescue
operations, pursuit operations, barricaded subjects, digital evidence gathering, and
wellness checks. In addition, UAS are used increasingly by the public with varying
levels of awareness, proficiency, and compliance with federal law.

Under this category, the COPS Office seeks to fund efforts to implement the effective
use of UAS in police operations as a part of a larger comprehensive public safety
strategy. Priority consideration will be given to applicants who include a comprehensive
evaluation component to measure the project’s success and its impact on public safety.
The deployment of UAS technology is subject to Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
and Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations.

Investigating and Interrupting Cyber Crime

In an increasingly interconnected world, bad actors working locally, nationally, and even
internationally seek to take advantage of the access and security risks posed by
internet-connected devices, including computers, mobile devices, and the Internet of
Things. Whether through scams, phishing schemes, or swatting incidents, Americans
are at risk of a range of harms from individuals who can be difficult to track or identify.

Under this category, the COPS Office seeks to fund efforts to improve the capacity of
agencies to prevent or disrupt these efforts and to investigate and successfully
prosecute the perpetrators when harm does occur.

Efforts relating to online exploitation of children should be submitted under Investigating
and Interrupting Child Exploitation.
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Projects Out of Scope
The following will not be considered:

Applicants that are not state, local, tribal, or territorial law enforcement agencies.
Applicants that do not have primary law enforcement authority for their jurisdiction.

Projects to fund the salaries and benefits of new local law enforcement officers
and deputies will not be considered. If you are seeking this type of funding, please
visit the COPS Office website for updates on the COPS Hiring Program (CHP).

Projects that exclusively seek to purchase technology, software or mobile
applications, or equipment without an explanation of how it plays into a larger
crime-fighting strategy.

Projects that budget the majority of their funding for generally unallowable costs
such as vehicles, food, exercise and recreational equipment, and promotional
items such as gifts and souvenirs, as outlined in this NOFO.

See the Eligible Applicants section for eligibility details.

As community policing is common sense policing, throughout the FY26 Community
Policing Development: Microgrants Program NOFO materials, the terms “community
policing” and “common sense policing” are used interchangeably, unless otherwise
specified.

All awards are subject to the availability of appropriated funds and any modifications or
additional requirements that may be imposed by law.

Funding Details

Announcement Type [Initial]

Assistance Listing Number 16.710

Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of
1968, as amended, and the Violent Crime

Statutory Authority Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Title

[, Part Q, Public Law 103-322, 34 U.S.C. §
10381 et seq.

Grants.gov Opportunity Number 0O-COPS-2026-172559

Expected Total Amount of Funding $6,700,000

Anticipated Number of Awards 34

Award Type(s) Grant

Anticipated Award Amount $200,000

Expected Award Period(s) 24 months starting on October 1, 2026
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Key Dates and Times

NOFO Release Date July 2, 2026

Pre-application Webinar April 14, 2026

Step 1: Grants.gov Deadline 04:59 p.m. ET on August 17,2026
Step 2: JustGrants Deadline 04:59 p.m. ET on August 24, 2026
Anticipated Notification Date On or after October 1, 2026

See Questions? at the end of this NOFO for agency contact information.

2. ELIGIBILITY

Eligible Applicants
Eligibility for the FY26 Community Policing Development: Microgrants program is
restricted to local, state, tribal, and territorial law enforcement agencies.

Applicants must have primary law enforcement jurisdiction within their area of
responsibility. Agencies that respond only to certain types of crimes, such as statewide
investigative agencies, or only to crimes occurring within correctional institutions, are
ineligible.

e Government Entities
o State governments
o County governments
o City or township governments
o Special district governments
o Native American Tribal governments (federally recognized)
o Native American Tribal governments (other than federally recognized)
e Other
“Other” Entities Definition(s)

State Government Entities: For the purposes of this NOFO, “state” means any state of
the United States, the District of Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, and the Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands.

Other Units of Local Government: For the purposes of this notice of funding
opportunity, other units of local government include towns, boroughs, parishes, villages,
or other general-purpose political subdivisions of a state.
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Cost Sharing (Match) Requirement
This NOFO does not require cost sharing (match).

Additional Eligibility Factors

State and local governmental entities must comply with 8 U.S.C. §1373, which provides
that State and local government entities may not prohibit, or in any way restrict, any
government entity or official from sending to, receiving from, maintaining, or exchanging
information regarding citizenship or immigration status, lawful or unlawful, of any
individual with components of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security or any other
federal, state or local government entity. This includes any prohibitions or restrictions
imposed or established by a State or local government entity or official.

See Additional Application Components for how to submit.

3.PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Statutory Authority

Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968, as amended, and the Violent
Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, Title |, Part Q, Public Law 103-322, 34
U.S.C. § 10381 et seq.

Agency Funding Priorities

Consistent with Administration priorities, additional consideration will be provided to the
following

e Agencies that serve small and rural communities. Applicants are allowed to self-
identify whether their jurisdiction type is rural based on their own geographical
considerations.

e Agencies that cooperate with federal law enforcement to address illegal
immigration. This includes agencies that have a Memorandum of Agreement with
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) delegating limited immigration
officer authority and allowing access and notice to DHS personnel for agencies
that operate detention and correctional facilities.

e Agencies that coordinate and participate with the Homeland Security Task Force
(HSTF) or, if awarded, plan to coordinate and participate with the HSTF.

e Agencies that submit accurate race and ethnicity information in the National
Incident Based Reporting System (NIBRS).

Note: Addressing these priorities is one of many factors that the COPS Office considers
in making funding decisions. Receiving priority consideration does not guarantee
funding.
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Unallowable Activities: The COPS Office has identified activities that are unallowable
and will not be funded: read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for
details. In addition, refer to the Budget section in this NOFO for information on allowable
and unallowable costs to help you develop your application.

Goals and Objectives of this Funding Opportunity
Increase the use of common-sense community policing strategies to address public
safety problems through innovative or evidence-based projects.

e Objective 1: Fund demonstration or pilot projects to be implemented offering
creative ideas that increase an agency’s capacity to implement innovative or
evidence-based projects that improve officer and public safety.

e Objective 2: Fund projects that offer creative ideas to advance crime fighting,
increase organizational effectiveness, and promote community safety.

Expected Outcomes

The COPS Office will measure success by reviewing a recipient’s submission of
performance reports and data and the extent to which project implementation reflects
progress toward the goals and objectives of this NOFO.

Deliverables

The project deliverable(s) should be clearly identified and described in the application
questions. The deliverable should document the applicants’ efforts, lessons learned,
and promising practices that can be shared with the broader law enforcement field.
These deliverables can be articles, conference presentations, webinars, brief reports or
summaries, and other tools (videos, toolkits, podcasts, etc.) that benefit other law
enforcement agencies.

These deliverables may be published (including development assistance, editing,
design, and distribution) by the COPS Office at no expense to the award recipient.

4. APPLICATION CONTENTS AND FORMAT

Application Contents List

The COPS Office will only consider applications that contain all required parts, which
are marked *REQUIRED* below. Refer to the DOJ Grant Application Submission
Checklist for application instructions. All supporting documents and resources for this
program are on the COPS Office website at https://cops.usdoj.gov/cpdmicrogrants

Please do not include any content, including attachments or language within your
application, commenting on, modifying, challenging, and/or editing the grant
requirements, including the terms and conditions. Such content, if included, will not be
reviewed or considered when evaluating your application, nor will any attachment
from an applicant unilaterally change the terms of a grant if awarded.
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Application Item Sub-lr_;i::ion
Step 1: Grants.gov

Application for Federal Assistance: SF-424 *REQUIRED* Online Form
Step 2: JustGrants

Standard Applicant Information *REQUIRED* Online Form
Proposal Abstract “REQUIRED* Text Box

Data Requested with Application *“REQUIRED*
o FY26 CPD MG Eligibility v2
e FY26 CPD MG Application Questions Online Form
e FY26 CPA Information
e CPA General Solicitation Questions

Budget *REQUIRED* Online Form

Other Budget/Financial Attachments
Budget Narrative “REQUIRED*

¢ Non-Competitive Justification (if applicable) Attachment
¢ Indirect Cost Rate Agreement (if applicable)
e Consultant Rate (if applicable)

Memorandum of Understanding (if applicable) Attachment

Additional Application Components

e Curricula Vitae or Résumés: for all key personnel, subject matter
experts or evaluators/academics outside of the law enforcement
agency) Optional
Project Timeline (timeline of activities mapped to the goals and
objectives of the proposed project) *REQUIRED*

o Letters of Support: (recommended for multi-jurisdictional/multi-
agency projects) Optional

Attachment

Standard Applicant Information *“REQUIRED*
Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

Proposal Abstract “REQUIRED*
Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

Data Requested with Application *REQUIRED*
A copy of the survey questions required for this NOFO can be found at
https://cops.usdoj.gov/cpdmicrogrants.

Budget and Associated Documentation “REQUIRED*
Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.
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Budget/Financial Attachments

Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and Supporting Documents

Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

Additional Application Components
Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

Disclosures and Assurances
Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for full details on this
section.

5. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND DEADLINES

The DOJ Grant Application Submission Checklist provides instructions for how to submit
by the deadlines. Executive Order (E.O.) 12372 (Intergovernmental Review of Federal
Programs) applies to this funding opportunity.

Read COPS Office policy for applicants to request late submission due to technical
difficulties, severe weather, or natural or manmade disasters in the FY26 CPD
Microgrants Application Resource Guide.

6. APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

The FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide explains the responsiveness
review, review criteria, and review and selection process, including risk review and
deciding official.

7. AWARD NOTICES

Read about the award notification process in theFY26 CPD Microgrants Application
Resource Guide.

8.POST-AWARD REQUIREMENTS AND
ADMINISTRATION

Read the FY26 CPD Microgrants Application Resource Guide for more information
about standard award terms and conditions, administrative and national policy
requirements, and post-award reporting requirements.
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9. QUESTIONS?

COPS OFFICE FY26 COMMUNITY POLICING DEVELOPMENT: MICROGRANTS

NOFO Contact

COPS Office Response Center

Phone: 800-421-6770

Email: AskCopsRC@usdoj.gov

Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday — Friday (closed federal
holidays)

SAM.gov Help Desk

Website: hitps://sam.gov/content/help
Hours: 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. ET Monday — Friday

Grants.gov Help Desk

Phone: 800-518-4726

Email: support@grants.gov

Website: https://www.grants.gov/support

Hours: 24 hours a day, 7 days a week (closed federal holidays)

JustGrants Help Desk

Phone: 833-872-5175

Email: JustGrants.Support@usdoj.gov

Hours: 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. ET Monday - Friday

(9 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Saturday, Sunday, and federal holidays)
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